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of enemy hospitals and  ambulances has  a  highly
demoralising effect on the troops.

After the entry into Madrid, the officers in chargS
of the various bodies of troops are to establish
machine-gun posts on the roofs of all the high build-
ings dominating their particular district, including
public buildings and church towers, so that the
surrounding streets are within range of machine-
guns. In the event of any opposition on the part
of the populace, the streets should be put under fire
without any further parleying. In view of the large
number of women fighting on the enemy side, there
should be no distinction of sex in such cases.

Anyone with the least knowledge of war can imagine
the practical working of such orders by the time they
have permeated down to the ranks. If the insurrection
in its early stages became something like a war of
extermination, the blame lies chiefly on those in charge
of disciplined mercenaryi troops who set from the
beginning the standards by which it should be fought.
The treatment of the working-class population of
Seville, and the mass shooting of those regular soldiers,
who remained loyalist, decided this issue within forty*
eight hours of Franco's first overt act of rebellion.
On these points the evidence is overwhelming. There
were in Seville several correspondents of newspapers
whose general attitude is hostile to the Government,
and men of standing amongst the Spanish population
who revolted against the atrocities which were com-
mitted. The general policy adopted was described in
the Conservative Paris Soir of July 20th by its corres-
pondents MM. Wormser and Maurel, showing that the
working-class massacres started on the day of the revolt.